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On March 15" 2011 Gil Sparks came to Omak and presented a business education
seminar on legal requirements regarding hiring and interviewing process and how
employers can successfully navigate their way through the ever-expanding employment
discrimination laws. He also addressed best practices for employers when terminating

employees.

We had 35 individuals in attendance. We would like to thank the Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation, Worksource Okanogan and the Economic Alliance for co sponsoring this
event. With these organizations support we were able to lower the registration fee which
allowed more businesses the opportunity to attend. We will continue to collaborate to

bring more training like this to the Okanogan County Business communities.

More information can be found at gsparks@omwlaw.com
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Okanogan County Job Fair

WorkSource in partnership with
The Colville Confederated Tribes
and
The Economic Alliance
is pleased to host a job fair.

Veterans encouraged tattend.

Tuesday May 3, 2011
10a.m.t 3p.m.
Omak Community Center
601 Benton Street
Omak, WA. 98841

For more information call
509. 826. 7310 509. 826. 336 509. 826. 7]
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Losing Federal Support of RC&D is Severe Blow to
Program

By ¢ Craig Nelson, North Central Washington Resource Conservation &Development

Council President

The recently passed Federal budget for fiscal year
2011 curtailed or eliminated numerous programs
and projects. One of these programs completely
cut was a relatively small program with huge
impact called the Resource Conservation and
Development Program (or RC&Ds for short). This
program was buried within the Department of
Agriculture budget, under the Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

The RC&D program started in the mid-1960s as a
way for mostly rural, economically suppressed
communities to band together and develop
projects and programs for their region. RC&Ds
largely focused on work that made best use of
their natural resource base, while simultaneously
RC&Ds
were organized and led by local governments and

strengthening their local economies.

community groups. They sought approval from
the US Department of Agriculture and also
sought 501c (3) non-profit status from the IRS.
by the
Agriculture, they received direct support from a

Once approved Department of
full time federal employee to help develop

projects from concept to implementation;

develop grant applications, follow-up with
projects to ensure they were being completed,

and a multitude of other activities.

The North Central Washington RC&D is relatively
young, having started in the early 1990s. In that
time we helped get the Upper Columbia Salmon
Recovery Board started, which became a model
for regional salmon
Washington State. We got the North Central

Washington Economic Development District back

recovery planning, in

up and running, to bring government and

business leaders together. We have also
implemented many projects on the ground that
have brought funding to local businesses and
improved our natural resources. We are awaiting
word on a humber of project proposals that
have yet to be funded. The largest of these
would be a U.S.-Canadian project to better model
and forecast stream flows in the Okanogan River
to improve management of the river for
irrigation, domestic use, industrial use, and
salmon habitat. If proven successful the goal, is
to bring the technology and process to each of
North

Washington. The RC&D was the fiscal agent and

the major watersheds in Central

host for the Initiative for Rural Innovation and
(IRIS) for
program has taken off and received its own non-

Stewardship several years. This
profit status to develop and implement projects
that use innovation to achieve natural resource
stewardship goals. We currently house the fiscal
Chumstick ~ Wildfire

Stewardship Coalition.  This project is a

responsibility for the

community collaborative near Leavenworth, WA
that is implementing a plan to reduce wildfire risk
and improve forest and watershed health as a
result. This program pays landowners a portion
of the cost to reduce fuel loading on their
property and implement practices that will
reduce the risk of fire and disease, improve
watershed hydrology, and increase wildlife
habitat.

When the budget was passed by Congress and
iKS
our RC&D, we lost the critically important piece

ultimately signed 0 &

of having a coordinator that did almost all of the
work of the RC&D. Our RC&D operated since its
inception on the basis that we would operate as
cheaply and efficiently as possible so more
money could go into the projects which helped
our local economy and natural resources. The
only drawback to this scenario is that we did not
build up our staffing to allow us to continue to
operate effectively if Federal support were cut.
We have some funding in our current grants to
pay two part-time employees to process the
paperwork and funding for the grants. However,
we do not have the capacity to develop new
projects, apply for grants to fund approved
projects, nor coordinate project efforts with
other organizations in our region.

In the end, the RC&D Board is faced with the very
real possibility that we may close our doors at
GkKS SyR 2F {(KAA
have the capacity to carry the program forward.
If we close our doors, it will be as much a result
of our efforts to put grant funds on the ground
instead of into capacity building as it is the
Federal

termination of support from the

Government.
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Documentary film about canola
crushing in Oroville could spark
green-economy movement in
rural America

Rather than wait for government assistanc
that may never come, the Sustainabl
Oroville civic initiative inspired an entire
community to transform its economic engin
one canola plant at a time.

Oroville, WA i April 15, 20117 Tucked
between the eastefoothills of the Cascade
Mountains and the Canada border, Orovillg
WA, is taking steps to reboot its faltering
economy by making sustainability a mantrg
for its agriculturally driven community of
1,750 residents.

City leaders are sayingiest o ngr
through Sustainable OrovilleT a civic
initiative that already has attracted a canol
crushing plant (which will produce canola oil
and meal ), as wel |l
first sustainablepassive haus hotel. Since]
the launch of this initiative, Oroville is
gaining attention from other clean
technology entrepreneurs and sustainabilit
advocates who want to see it succeed.

So what 6s Qrheeviblilge di
around for the world o change
itds taking stepsin t
addition to catching the attention of green
scene backer s, Orovi
its economy is now the subject of
documentary film currently in production.
NnToo many 6 gaint eagdive
pictures about possible outcomes if action
arenot taken, o0 says
the film Green Light: The Sustainable
Oroville Project AWedr e doi
opposite by showing how positive action at §
grassroots level leads to tsfarmational
change. This is the perfect time for messagg
about people and communitie®ing rather
than just being. o |
audi ence, Oroville
sustainability could create a road map fo|
other agriculture communities to
follow. Capturing this transformation in a
documentary film creates a preof-concept
that can be distributed worldwide, which ig
what motivated Portland, OR, musicial
Keegan Smith to get involved with the
project.

AMany of my beliefls
living, 0o Says Smith
band, The Fam, will be contributing to the
filmés soundtrack.
create music for a project that delivers §
message of change through action to help t
Earth is a dream co

As partof their involvement, Keegan Smith and
The Fam will perform at the inaugural
Sustainable Oroville Festival on September 4
2011, to help the ce
and create further awareness for the film.Th
film recently launched a crowfiinding website
at indiegogo.com. To learn more and help fun
the project, visitvww.greenlightmovie.cor.

Media contact: Kevin Pile, 366420-4594,
kevin.pile@ectrainmediagroup.com



http://www.sustainableoroville.com/
http://www.greenlightmovie.com./
mailto:kevin.pile@ecotrainmediagroup.com

Regional Executive to be part of a Credit Providers
Advisory Committee for the State of Washington

Rich Watson, Executive Director of the
North Central Washington Business Loan
Fund has been invited to be part of the
Credit Providers Advisory Committee for the
State of Washington Small Business Credit
Initiative Program. The federally funded
program allows states to develop and
implement programs that leverage private
lending to help finance small, credit worthy
businesses and manufacturers that may be
having difficulty getting access to capital.
Under the program, the State is eligible for
$19.7MM in federal funds but must design
and develop a new small business program
that meets the federal guidelines as well as
the needs of small businesses. The
Department of Commerce, in conjunction
with the consultant team led by BERK is

taking the lead in this effort.
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opportunity to provide input into what can
be a very significant program for small
business financing in our state and region.
The fact that the Advisory Committee
includes a cross section of banks and non-
bank lenders is recognition of the
importance small businesses are to the
economic activity of our State and the
importance of ensuring adequate financing
is available to them. The invitation also
reflects the importance North Central
Washington plays in the economy of the
State and the role the NCW Business Loan
Fund has played in helping create and retain
220a AY iKS
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Washington Business Loan Fund is to

promote economic development and job

2 Gazy

creation in under-served rural communities
in our region by providing counseling,
resource referral, classroom and seminar
training and direct lending services to start
up or expanding small businesses unable to
access traditional capital financing. This is
accomplished by providing direct services
and through an extended network of
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The NCW Business Loan Fund serves an

slightly over 10,000 square miles in size w
approximately 147,000 people. Lending ov
$5.5MM to small busirgses in that market
has saved or created over 560 jobs for No
Central Washington. Please visit us on t

web at www.ncwloanfund.org

Past Presentations currently
available at www.ncwedd.com
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guest Dr. Arun Raha
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Webinars brought to you by the
NCWEDD, the Greater Wenatche
Technology Alliance and the Centd
for Entrepreneurship at WVC

OKANOGAN
COUNTRY

Open for Adventure!™

From Apples to Zinnias: Okanogan
Country is Growing!
The colorful new "Okanogan Grown"
guide will soon be available! This
guide can help you find Okanogan
Country's freshest vegetables, fruits,
herbs, and poultry, dairy, and meat
products. If you're looking for
something to do with the family, get
a guide to find farm tours and
activities, U-Pick produce or farm
stands to visit. You'll discover
local wineries and breweries, as well
as restaurants and stores that offer
locally grown and made items.

Agricultural Tourism is one of the
fastest growing and highly publicized
new industries in North Central
Washington. Local orchardists,
ranchers, and other small farm
owners are launching a variety of
enterprises to attract visitors, and
selling them produce, crafts, fresh
juices, hay rides, tours, value-added
products, and a wide variety of other
items and experiences. These
enterprises generally just supplement
other farm income, although in some
cases they generate more revenue
than the primary agricultural
operation.

The "Okanogan Grown" guide is
produced by the Okanogan County
Tourism Council in an effort to
help renew the connection between
consumers and farmers, to
encourage the support of
local products and to celebrate the
abundance of Okanogan Country. It
was designed to be accessible to
locals and tourists alike, with easy to
access information, a map with
locations, vyellow pages for the
vendor directory, and even a canning
guantity guide. For more information
or to request copies of the guide, call
509 826-5107 or email at

info@okanogancountry.com
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— INTERESTED IN A NCW
= ECONOMIC SUMMIT?

If you have thoughts that could
aid in the planning of an
economic summit for North
Central Washington, we want to
hear from you!

Please take a moment to
complete this short survey that
will allow the planning
committee to review ideas on
topics and locations, and provide
direction in organizing the event.
http://www.surveymonkey.com
s/ncwsummit
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By Kristi Laguzza-Boosman, Director
M.V. Community Preparedness Committee
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The Methow Valley Community Preparedness Committee (CPC), in conjunction with the Economic
Alliance, Invention Works, NCW Revolving Loan Fund, the Twisp and Winthrop Chambers and
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potential. The goal is to identify sustainable, economically viable small business opportunities
waiting to be met, as well as outside green technology companies that might have an interest in
locating to the TwispWorks site.

In the Statement of Worloutlining the scope of their research, MBA students Brain Grouley and
Stephanie Roupe describe their plan to assess and analyze the current economic assets and
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3 NE 4 (i Ke®tidents plan to produce a sustainable economic development report and build
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including an Asset Inventory, Rural Models and Targeted Business Development Strategies. The
stakeholders hope this research can act a as the starting point for a larger economic development
strategy for the Methow; one that is successful and duplicate-able for other communities in the
county and region.

The SU students plan to present their research findings at a public meeting on June 10th, the exact
time and place to be announced. Other SU graduate research currently being done in the Methow
includes researching the economic and environmental feasibility of local energy production using
bio fuels and the economic feasibility of local organic waste recycling and compost production. The Economic Alliance
SU spring quarter sustainable economic research projects are an outcome of relationships

established between TwispWorks, Seattle University MBA professor Dr. April Atwood, and SU P.O. Box 626
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Omak, WA 98841

Phone: 509-826-5107
Fax: 509-826-7425

Roni Holder-Diefenbach, Executive Director
Carolyn Davis, Administrative Assistant
Lewis Blakeney, SBDC Small Business Advisor
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